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THE DECISION

(i) To approve Southampton’s Homelessness Prevention Strategy 2013-
2018.

(ii) To support the priority actions set out in the Homelessness Prevention 
Strategy.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION

1. The Homelessness Act 2002 requires the Local Authority to review and 
produce a new Homelessness Strategy every five years; Southampton 
published its first Homelessness Strategy in 2003. The Homelessness 
Prevention Strategy 2013/18 sets out reasons for, and the ways in which, 
Southampton City Council and its partners will achieve its key objectives in 
tackling homelessness.  Southampton has a legal duty to publish the new 
Homelessness Strategy in 2013.

2. Southampton Homelessness Prevention Strategy 2013/18 has been 
developed in consultation with key stakeholders; priority actions have been 
identified to support the strategy. In view of the rapidly changing economic 
and social environment, stakeholders agreed that an annual review of 
homeless trends should be conducted to identify actions needed against 
the priorities set out in the strategy to reflect the changes in demand from 
homeless households.

DETAILS OF ANY ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

The Council could decide that the existing objectives are NOT relevant and that a 
prescriptive action plan be devised which sets out actions for the entire five year 
strategy period. In view of the uncertainty created by welfare reform changes this 
could lead to inappropriate actions and result in limited resources being used for the 



wrong priorities.

OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS CONCERNING THE DECISION

None. 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

None.

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE RECORD
We certify that the decision this document records was made in accordance with the 
Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Access to Information) (England) 
Regulations 2000 and is a true and accurate record of that decision.
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SCRUTINY
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